
 
 
 

ZEPHYR ARTISTS, COLLABORATORS CELEBRATE 
ICONIC CHOREOGRAPHER MERCE CUNNINGHAM; 
Suite for Five and World Premiere of S45 Take Place 

October 19–22, 2023 AT SITE/less 
 

 
 
Zephyr Dance, an experimental dance company that pushes the art form’s boundaries, announces 
an unprecedented collaborative choreography project that combines Suite for Five by seminal 20th 
century American choreographer Merce Cunningham and new choreography that springs from that 
work created by a diverse group of choreographers. S45 has its world premiere October 19–22, 
2023 at Zephyr’s space SITE/less, 1250 West Augusta Boulevard, Chicago.  
 



 

 
Curated by Michelle Kranicke, Zephyr artistic director and SITE/less co-director; David 
Sundry, architect and SITE/less co-director; and Paige Cunningham-Caldarella, a former 
Cunningham company dancer and independent choreographer, S45 breaks new ground in 
multiple ways: 

• The Merce Cunningham Trust has granted permission for Caldarella to restage the iconic 
1956 work Suite for Five and, for the first time, for she and other choreographers to 
deconstruct that work and create new choreography that draws inspiration from the original. 
The curators have recruited choreographers with a range of backgrounds and artistic focus: 
in addition to Kranicke and Caldarella, they include Darrell Jones, Roxane D’Orléans 
Juste and Kota Yamazaki (see bios below). “Each choreographer is a seasoned veteran in 
the dance world with a longstanding practice and an aesthetic foundation they have been 
building on for more than 10 years,” said Kranicke. “And they represent a breadth of different 
movement disciplines— Butoh, improvisation, voguing, and various modern dance 



vocabularies.” 
  

• Suite for Five has been performed mostly in traditional proscenium theaters for at least the 
past 40 years. SITE/less, which aims to rethink the connection between movement and 
architecture and deepen the relationship between the viewer and the venue beyond the 
typical model, invites viewers within inches of the dancers—“literally inside the dance,” 
Kranicke noted. “The experience will be more intimate, more immersive, than a typical 
performance of this work.” 

 

 

 
Sundry, in keeping with the architectural mission of SITE/less, will reconfigure and add to an existing 
architecture installation of platforms in the SITE/less space; he is approaching the project through 
both the architecture and his history as a trained painter and visual artist. “Part of the mission of 
SITE/less is the ongoing critique of the proscenium stage presentation style that positions the 
audience as the fourth wall,” Sundry explained. “The current stacked platform construction allows the 
audience to change their proximity and views of the work at will throughout the evening. The 
immersive, radial nature of the SITE/less space expands upon Cunningham’s idea of there being 
many points that could be considered the ‘front’ of the dance.” 
  
 
Said Kranicke, “As Merce’s collaborators—composer John Cage and visual artists Robert 
Rauschenberg, Jasper Johns and Marcel DuChamp—applied certain techniques to the artists before 
them (i.e., Rauschenberg’s infamous Erased de Kooning) to open up new pathways for themselves 
and their work, we will both salute Cunningham’s legacy and open up new pathways for the art form 



as each choreographer, with a distinct discipline and viewpoint, engages with the original Suite for 
Five.” 

 
The choreographers will visit SITE/less this summer as they develop their choreography, which is in 
keeping with the space’s mission to maintain a partnership between movement and architecture. 
  

S45 premieres with Merce Cunningham's Suite for Five 
Thursday–Saturday, October 19–22 at 7:30 p.m.  

at SITE/less, 1250 West Augusta Boulevard, Chicago. 
Tickets go on sale in July 2023 at zephyrdance.com. 

All programming is subject to change.  
 
Zephyr and SITE/less 
Zephyr is an experimental dance company that has had a strong artistic presence in Chicago for 
more than 20 years. Zephyr pushes to the edge of the discipline to question current trends in dance 
making and the reduction of the art form to its most quantifiable, easily recognized patterns. In April 
2018, Zephyr Director Michelle Kranicke and architect David Sundry opened SITE/less, an 
experimental architecture, movement and research center that seeks to rethink the relationship 
between the typical model of most performance venues and how the organization of those venues 
inevitably limits and conditions the curatorial practice. SITE/less does not exist in a traditional 
“finished” state, but rather continues to evolve and grow with time, functioning as an incubator, a 
laboratory, a physical structure, a dance and a place where distinct art forms can speak directly to 
each other. In addition, SITE/less aims to facilitate connection with the public and promote social 
interaction by creating an atypical arena hosting non-art events, such as community meetings and 
pop-up dinners. 
  
 
Zephyr Dance is supported, in part, by, The Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation, The 
Richard H. Driehaus Foundation, the Illinois Arts Council Agency, City of Chicago Department of 
Cultural Affairs and Special Events, Bucktown Art Fest, Friends of Holstein Park, The Bucktown 
Community Organization and numerous individuals. 
  
For more information, visit zephyrdance.com or siteless.org. 



 
 
BIOGRAPHIES 
Michelle Kranicke is founder and artistic director of Zephyr Dance and co-director of SITE/less performance 
space. Awards include artist residencies at Djerassi Artist Ranch in Woodside, California; Yaddo in Saratoga Springs, 
New York; and Defibrillator Gallery in Chicago, as well as a commission from the City of Chicago Department of 
Cultural Affairs and Special Events, an artistic associate and curatorial resident award from Links Hall in Chicago and 
a Chicago Dancemakers Forum Lab Artist Award. Newcity named her one of Chicago’s 50 Players in 2019 and one 
of Chicago’s Top 5 Choreographers in 2017 and honored her aMID Festival as Best Dance Festival in 2016. Her 
writing has been published in the Journal for Dance Education and Bridge Chicago, NFP where she serves as editor 
of dance and performance. 
  
David Sundry is the founder and president of Triple O Construction and O Group, Inc., its partnering architecture 
studio in association with Lyle Haag Engineering. His buildings have been featured in the Wall Street 
Journal, Chicago magazine, Chicago Social and Better Homes and Gardens. Sundry is co-director of SITE/less 
and creates small-to large-scale architectural environments for performance. His architectural installations for dance 
have been exhibited at the Evanston Art Center, Defibrillator Gallery and The Martin Gallery. Additional commissions 
include an experimental sound sculpture at Augustana Lutheran Church and a steel fabricated information kiosk in 
Perez Plaza. He is the architecture editor of Bridge Chicago, NFP, a hardcover Chicago journal publishing essays 
and articles focusing on the interdisciplinary art movement, and has essays in volumes 21–23. 
  
Paige Cunningham-Caldarella is a dance educator, choreographer, performer and associate professor of dance at 
the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. As a faculty member at Columbia College Chicago from 2007 to 2022, 
she taught modern and contemporary dance techniques, ballet, dance pedagogy and performance-based classes 
and served as the associate chair. Cunningham-Caldarella received a Chicago Dancemakers Forum grant, DCASE 
Individual Artist grants and a Teaching Excellence Award from Columbia. Cunningham-Caldarella performed with the 
Merce Cunningham Dance Company, touring nationally and internationally, and has worked with The Seldoms, 
Colleen Halloran Performance Group, Darrell Jones, Timothy Buckley and Onye Ozuzu. She holds a BFA from the 
Juilliard School and an MFA from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. 
  



Roxane D’Orléans Juste is a Haitian-Canadian dancer, teacher and choreographer. She is the choreographer in 
residence for the Fundación Contemporeaña Corearte in Caracas, Venezuela and serves as co-chair of its executive 
board. She is the creator of “En Solo” dance concerts, a collaborative platform for her own repertory and the rarely 
seen signature works of modern classic and contemporary choreographers, presented in prestigious national and 
international venues. For more than three decades, she toured and taught worldwide as a leading member of the 
Eleo Pomare Dance Company, the Annabelle Gamson Dance Solos and the José Limón Dance Company, where 
she was an artistic associate and associate artistic director and currently serves as a reconstructor. She is a Bessie 
Award winner for “Outstanding Sustained Achievement” in dance and was honored with Canada’s prestigious dance 
award “Le Prix Jacqueline Lemieux.” She earned an MFA in dance from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
where she is associate professor in the Department of Dance. 
   
Darrell Jones has performed in the U.S. and abroad with Ronald K. Brown, Kokuma, Min Tanaka and Urban Bush 
Women. He maintains long-term collaborative relationships with Bebe Miller Company and Ralph Lemon and has 
collaborated with choreographers Paige Cunningham-Caldarella, Lisa Gonzales, Damon Green, Angie Hauser, JSun 
Howard, Kirstie Simpson and Jeremy Wade; writer Cheryl Boyce-Taylor; musicians Jessie Mano, Justin Mitchell and 
Brian Schuler; and designer Mawish Syed. Jones is a two-time Bessie Award recipient for his collaborative work with 
Bebe Miller Company, Landing/Place (2005), and his most recent research into (e)feminized ritual performance, Hoo-
Ha (2013). He is a tenured faculty member at The Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago where he teaches 
classes in physical practice, performance and improvisational techniques. 
  
Kota Yamazaki, born in Niigata, Japan, was first introduced to butoh under the teaching of Akira Kasai at the age of 
18. After establishing his Tokyo-based company rosy co. in 1996, he and the company performed nationally and 
internationally. When Germaine Acogny invited him to collaborate with her Senegal-based company, Yamazaki 
disbanded rosy co. and relocated to New York. Since 2003, his New York-based Fluid hug-hug has performed 
nationally and internationally. Yamazaki received a Bessie Award in 2007, a Foundation for Contemporary Arts Grant 
award in 2013, an NYFA Fellowship in 2016 and a Guggenheim Fellowship in 2018 and is a two-time Herb Alpert 
Award nominee. 
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