
Michelle Kranicke 
michelle@zephyrdance.com 

 
CREATIVE EXPERIENCE 
1990-present: Choreographer, Founder, Artistic Director, Dancer, Zephyr Dance, Chicago, Illinois—choreographed over 30 
original dance pieces for Zephyr since its founding; created and produced (from 1997-2003) Dancing Across State Lines (DASL), 
a regional touring initiative designed to introduce Chicago audiences to exceptional contemporary dance by smaller neighboring 
dance companies through shared concert performances while boosting touring opportunities for Zephyr and guest companies; 
created, implements and teaches Dance is for EveryBODY (DIFE), a comprehensive community outreach program at Holstein 
Park, a Chicago Park District park; and designs, oversees and teaches Zephyr Dance’s outreach and education programs in the 
Chicago Public School system. 
 
Michelle Kranicke’s work has been presented in Chicago, and nationally, at the following venues: 

§ Defibrillator Gallery, Chicago, IL—2011-2014 
§ Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, IL—2013 
§ Jay Pritzker Pavilion, Chicago, IL—2013 
§ Dance Center of Columbia College, Chicago, IL—1997, 2000, 2007 
§ Epiphany Episcopal Church, Chicago, IL—2009-2010 
§ Triskelion Arts, Brooklyn, NY—2009 
§ Marfa Theatre, Marfa Texas—2009 
§ Asbury Hall at The Church, Buffalo, NY—2007 
§ Southwestern Illinois University, Belleville, IL--2006 
§ Mulberry Street Theatre, New York, NY—2005 
§ Niagara County Community College, Wheatfield, NY—2005 
§ Ruth Page Center, Chicago, IL—2004-2005 
§ Duncan YMCA Chernin Center for the Arts, Chicago, IL—2001-2004 
§ The Art  & Culture Center of Hollywood, Hollywood, FL—2003 
§ DeKalb School for the Arts, Atlanta, GA—2003 
§ Festival Concert Hall, North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND—2002 
§ Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, AR—2002 
§ Margaret H’Doubler Theatre, Madison, WI—2002 
§ Chopin Theater, Chicago, IL—2001  
§ Marjorie Ward Marshall Theater, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL—1999-2001 
§ Athenaeum Theatre, Chicago, IL—1998-2001 
§ Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington, IL—1997, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2009 
§ Links Hall, Chicago, IL—1997-1999  
§ Wilbur Wright College, Chicago, IL—1997 

  
Michelle Kranicke’s work has been presented nationally through the DASL touring exchange initiative: 

§ Barking Legs Theatre, Chattanooga, TN—2003 
§ Hope College, Holland MI—2003 
§ Cunningham Dance Studio, New York—2002 
§ Epic Theatre, Kalamazoo, MI—2002 
§ Margaret H’Doubler Theatre, Madison, WI—2001 
§ Patrick’s Cabaret, Minneapolis, MN—2001 
§ Stiemke Theater, Milwaukee, IL—2000 
§ Kenyon College, Gambier OH—2000 
§ Cleveland Public Theatre, Cleveland, OH—1999 
§ Nancy Hauser Dance Theater, Minneapolis, MN—1998 

 
Major Foundations Supporting Michelle Kranicke’s work through Zephyr: 
2003-present—Alphawood Foundation, Chicago, IL  
2003-present—Richard H. Driehaus Foundation, Chicago, IL 
2000-present—Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation, Chicago, IL 
1996-present—Illinois Arts Council 
1995-present—City of Chicago, Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events 



1999-2008—Hulda B. & Maurice L. Rothschild Foundation 
1999-2001—Sara Lee Foundation 
1999-2001—Northern Trust Company 
1998-2002—WPWR Channel 50 Foundation (became Alphawood Foundation in 2003) 
1993-1996—Harris Foundation 
1994-1997—General Mills Foundation 
1995-1997—Fel-Pro Mecklenberger Foundation 
 
Major Foundations Supporting Michelle Kranicke’s Arts Education Initiatives through Zephyr: 
2014—Ingenuity, Chicago, IL 
2008-2011—MetLife Foundation, New York, NY 
2005-2007—Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust 
2001-2004—Polk Bros. Foundation 
 
AWARDS/HONORS RECEIVED 

§ 2015—Artistic Associate Links Hall, Chicago: Curatorial position awarded for the aMID Career series presenting 
dancers and performers over 45 years of age that continue to both make and perform on stage with younger bodies. 

§ 2010—Driehaus Professional Development Award: Award presented to support the study of Slow Tempo, a form of 
movement developed by Japanese theatre director Shoga Ohta. 

§     2006—Chicago Dancemakers Forum Lab Artist Award: The Chicago Dancemakers Forum (CDF) Lab Artists Program 
awards grants and professional support to select artists for research and development of new directions in their work.  CDF is 
led by a consortium comprised of two independent dance artists, the Museum of Contemporary Art, Links Hall, and The Dance 
Center of Columbia College Chicago. 

§ 2003—Chicago Community Trust’s Chicago Dance Initiative Award for the creation of a new work and the implementation 
of the Stepping Into A Dance: Open rehearsal Series 

 
CHOREOGRAPHIC COMMISSIONS 

§ April 2013, FlySpace Performance Series, Jay Pritzker Pavilion, Millennium Park, Chicago, IL, commissioned by 
the City of Chicago to create a new work to premiere for the FlySpace Consortium launch event.   

§ October 2011, ALIVE Performance Series, Defibrillator Gallery, Chicago, IL, commissioned by ALIVE curator Ayako Kato 
to create a 3-hour durational dance performance presented alongside Korean performance artist Gim Gwang Cheol. 

§ January 2011, Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington, IL, Guest Choreographer, commissioned to set a work on 
Illinois Wesleyan University’s student repertory dance company as part of Jean Kerr’s evening length work, Monkey Trail. 

§ May 2006, Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington, IL, May Term Guest Artist, commissioned to conduct a one-week 
dance residency for University students followed by a full concert by Zephyr Dance. 

§ May 2003, Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington, IL, May Term Guest Artist, commissioned to conduct a one-week 
dance residency for University students followed by a full concert by Zephyr Dance. 

§ January 2003, Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington, IL, Guest Choreographer, commissioned to set a work on 
Illinois Wesleyan University’s student repertory dance company. 

§ 1996-2000, Chicago’s Next Dance Festival, invited to create and perform new works annually for the Festival (CNDF was an 
artist-curated artist-produced festival commissioning and presenting ground-breaking contemporary choreography) 

§ May 2000, Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington, IL, May Term Guest Artist, commissioned to conduct a one-week 
dance residency for University students followed by a full concert by Zephyr Dance. 

§ March 2000, Albany Park Theatre Project Artist Residency, Chicago, IL, commissioned to work with area teens in 
Chicago’s Albany Park neighborhood.  Created a dance piece for the theatre group based on participants’ writing. 

§ 1999, Links Hall’s Equal Footing/Earring series, Chicago, IL, commissioned to choreograph a new dance work for the 
series with original music by Chicago composer Charles Kim 

§ 1999, Mclean County Dance Association Residency, commissioned to set a dance work on 25 community members 
ranging in age from 8-78. 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE  
§ 2012-Present—Faculty, Teaching Artist Development Studio (TAD), Center for Community Arts Partnerships, 

Columbia College: designed the curriculum and developed the syllabus for a 13-week comprehensive training program for 
teaching artists.  Currently teach the 13-week program that provides a strong foundation of knowledge and skills for teaching 
in and through the arts. 

§ 2007-Present—Adjunct Professor, Illinois Wesleyan University: teaching Dance Appreciation, an undergraduate writing 
intensive and in-studio humanities course focusing on understanding contemporary dance styles and choreographers. 

 



§ 2000-Present—Teaching Artist/Professional Development Facilitator/Classroom Coach for Zephyr Project M2: Math in 
Motion.  

Ø use dance to enhance student understanding of mathematics including, but not limited to, non-proportional thinking, 
series and patterns and multiple representation in grades 3-6. 

Ø develop and lead professional development workshops for teachers focusing on guided planning of arts 
integrated lessons, dissecting state dance standards and reflection. 

Ø direct coaching of classroom teachers and arts specialists in methods of arts integration. 
§ 1994-Present: Master Teacher, Arts Integrated Education: created and taught over 30 Arts Integrated Curriculum 

Lessons designed to integrate dance into the core curriculum of grades K-12 in order to enhance student learning and 
comprehension.  Examples include: 

Ø 5th-7th grade math concepts: using dance to help students learn and understand patterns and proportional 
thinking—Otis Elementary School, Chicago, IL. 

Ø 2nd grade social science/economics: facilitated students’ understanding of basic economic principles through 
dance—Audubon Elementary School, Chicago, IL . 

Ø 8th grade reading comprehension in a bi-lingual classroom: increasing comprehension of abstract ideas of 
imagery, idiom, metaphor, and analogy through dance—Sheridan Elementary, Elgin, IL. 

Ø 4th grade social science and reading comprehension: used dance to enhance student understanding of the 
history of Chicago and their place in community—Audubon and Ravenswood Elementary Schools 

Ø 6th grade social studies: enhanced student understanding of ancient cultures through movement—Chopin 
Elementary School, Chicago, IL  

§ 1995-Present: Dance is for EveryBODY, Chicago: conceived, implement and teach the Dance is for EveryBODY 
(DIFE) project, a comprehensive residency program at Holstein Park.  DIFE projects have included: POWER Girls: 
Positive Image Through Dance, a dance class for pre-teen and teenage girls designed to raise confidence and self-
esteem through physical strength building, the creative process and performance.  PRIMO, After School Dance/Theatre 
Program for boys and girls designed to promote self-expression, positive body-image development, teamwork and 
confidence building through dance and theatre learning, practice and performance.  Seniors Choice, dance and fitness 
classes for older adults designed to enhance coordination and reinforce fine and gross motor skills. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Articles: 
Michelle Kranicke & Lara Pruitt 
“Are They Getting It?: Creating Dance Assessments That Honor the Creative Process” 
Journal of Dance Education 
Official Journal of the Dance Education Organization 
Volume 12, Issue 3, 2012 
Routledge 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COACHING AND CONSULTING 
§ January 2014—Present, Chicago Dancemakers Forum Artist Representative: mentoring and assisting CDF Lab 

Artists in their progress toward their CDF project goals, working with CDF Director to design, facilitate and evaluate Lab 
Artist experiences, and advocate for CDF in both the Chicago dance community and the broader cultural community.  

§ June 2012—June 2014, Project Creates: consultant coach for Columbia College’s Center for Community Arts 
Partnerships’ Project CREATES, a professional development project to enhance teacher understanding of arts education 
and improve their skills integrating the arts into the curriculum. 

§    February 2010, How Do You Know If They Get It?: Creating Assessments for Dance, Dance Center of Columbia 
College: designed and led a three-week workshop to help students and professional teaching artists develop authentic 
assessments for dance in the classroom.  

§    October-November 2010, March 2011, More Powerful Connections, Illinois Arts Council: hired by the Illinois Arts 
Council to teach and facilitate four Arts Integrated Assessment 101 training workshops and a follow-up Arts Integrated 
Assessment 102 training workshop for teachers, arts educators and artists across the state of Illinois. 

§    September 2008, Powerful Connections, Illinois Arts Council: hired by the Illinois Arts Council to design, teach and 
facilitate a 2-day workshop based on Zephyr Dance’s model of arts integrated education for teaching artists and arts 
educators across the state of Illinois. 



§ June 2008 and June 2007, Arts Integration Teacher Training, Dance Center of Columbia College: designed and 
led 4-day professional development workshops in arts integrated teaching techniques for students, alums and 
professional teaching artists for the Dance Center of Columbia College’s summer course offerings over the course of 2 
years. 

§ 2005—Expert Consultant, Presenter and Professional Development Facilitator, Arts Across the Curriculum, 
Edinburgh Scotland: invited to present and lead professional development workshops for the kick-off of Arts Across the 
Curriculum, Scotland’s country wide arts integrated education program modeled after dance and math residencies taught 
by Michelle Kranicke in Chicago. 

§ August 2004 and August 2003, Professional Development Specialist/Coach: trained dance artists and dance 
educators in methods of arts integrated education for the Tanglewood Project, a cultural partnership at Tanglewood 
Middle School in Greenville, South Carolina. 

 
 
MASTER CLASSES IN MODERN DANCE TECHNIQUE 
 

§ 2011—Illinois Wesleyan University  
§ 2005—Niagara County Community College, Buffalo, NY 
§ 2005—Dekalb County School of the Arts, Atlanta, GA 
§ 2004—Dekalb County School of the Arts, Atlanta, GA 
§ 2003—Illinois Wesleyan University  
§ 2001—University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin 
§ 2000—Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio  
§ 1998—West Shore Community College, Ludington, Michigan  
§ 1996—Eastern Illinois University 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


